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Happy New Year from APRA








The APRA committee would like to wish all residents of Alexandra Park a very Happy New year and take the opportunity to highlight some of the work that the committee has carried out over the past year. 





Since APRA was formed in September 2006, a lot has been achieved in helping the residents with various issues that have risen, see below for more information on these successes.





Most of the issues have been with Solitaire and the management of the Public Open Space (POS).  As a result APRA has arranged a number of open meetings to allow residents to air their views and establish a strategy to deal with these points.











Recent APRA Successes








As previously mentioned, APRA have been directly involved in a number of successes, including:





The erection of safety signs and secure fencing around the balancing pond


The installation of a bus shelter at the entrance of Alexandra Park


The erection of 20 mph speed signs at the Alexandra Park entrance


The installation of additional dog bins around the estate





The committee continues to negotiate and pressure the relevant authorities over the following:





The installation of a notice board within the estate


The building of an additional bus stop at the estate entrance


The building of a footpath to Chiseldon











Treasurer’s Report








The increase in membership fees agreed at the last AGM has ensured that we continue to be able to meet our financial commitments.   However, we really want to do more, but of course to do so will mean we need more money.





The best way to achieve this is for more of the Residents in Alexandra Park to join APRA.  





In Treasurer’s corner things tick over nicely and the bank balance is not too bad, this enables APRA to continue to organise and in some cases subsidise the social events we run for the APRA Residents.   





Disappointingly, and considering how hard we have worked over the past years, membership has declined. 
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Solitaire Issues








     





APRA has been able to establish a communications channel with the Solitaire Property Manager, and have been able, on many occasions, to give individual residents advice as to how to address problems they have had. 





APRA consider it of vital importance that we as a representative of the residents continue to push to get more control over the charges that Solitaire make, and the quality of the work they carry out. As we have previously warned, the charges that Solitaire make have already risen without reason or explanation. For instance, the charge for auditing rose by 83% over last year.


It seems that many are happy to receive a bill and pay it without question, and of course they are entitled to do that. However, we consider that these charges should be challenged and are fighting to get these issues resolved.





We have decided to get legal advice, as it appears that Solitaire may be in breach of contract as they have made charges without fulfilling their full responsibilities. 





More information on this will be provided in subsequent editions of this newsletter.





Planning Issues








When David Wilson Homes (DWH) applied for planning permission for the new development, APRA were involved in much of the details of the plans and gave all residents a chance to view plans and openly discuss the proposed plans for, firstly a village hall then with the local shops. 





Whilst the result may not have pleased everyone, APRA feel that it was important that we gave everybody the opportunity to have input.


In addition, APRA have been continuing to work to get as many benefits as possible from the new development to improve the local facilities.





We have built a good working relationship with DWH and they have attended meetings to discuss various points raised by residents.





The APRA Committee will continue to have active input to all local planning issues, through attendance at Swindon Borough Council planning meetings





Caption describing picture or graphic.
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Events: 2009














Horse Riding


On the 31st May a trip was organised to the Pewsey Vale Riding School where a group of adults and children had an insight into horse riding.  The group was spilt into two, with each group spending two hours learning the basics of horse riding and stable management. 





Despite a few sore bums everyone enjoyed the experience.





Farm Walk


On August 19th, around 60 of us joined David Margesson MBE, our local farmer, and his wife Ruth, on a walk around their fields. 





If any of you missed the Farm Walk – look out for the next one on the 23rd May.











Golf Days


The 2009 APRA Social calendar started on Thursday 26th March with the Inaugural APRA Golf Society Day. Although the weather was disappointing, the day was well supported and enjoyed by all.





Fortunately for all concerned, the 2nd Golf Day was a far sunnier affair. Nine players teed-off in pleasant September sunshine and light winds at Broome Manor Golf Club. The quality of the golf played was much higher, with the competition extremely close. 





Easter Egg Quest


On Easter Sunday, April 12th, we held the Easter Egg Quest and Easter bonnet competition for the children, with all the usual excitement of gathering answers on the route then collecting the well earned Easter eggs. 











Carol Singing


Finally APRA held the annual Christmas Carol Singing at Hayley Conference Centre on Sunday December 6th. Around 50 residents joined the Wroughton Silver Band in a rendition of well known carols.





Quiz Night


The next event on 26th November was the Quiz night, held in the Sports Bar at Hayley Conference Centre. This turned out to be another popular evening, with concessionary drink prices made it even more enjoyable. 





Events: 2010








A range of events are currently being organised, including:





Second Quiz Night: February


Easter Egg Quest: 4th April


Third Golf Day: 25th March


Spring Farm Walk: 23rd May





Suggestions for further events are welcome, if there was enough interest.  











APRA is continuing to organise a number of events that all members, and non-members (including family and friends of residents) of APRA, are able to attend.  





The aim of these social events is to establish a network of interaction between neighbours, old and young, within the estate.





We would like to include everyone on Alexandra Park, including families and friends, to create our own, unique community on this estate.
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PLEASE VOLUNTEER TO HELP.


 APRA NEEDS YOU!
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The APRA Committee members would like to express their thanks for your support and encouragement over the past few years.





We will continue to strive to make this a better environment for all of us.


The APRA Committee give their time voluntarily and therefore will require assistance from time to time.








 If you can help us, by volunteering to get involved in the APRA Committee or organise any social events, please do not hesitate to contact us, via the website or one of the following email addresses:





� HYPERLINK "mailto:chairman@alexandrapark.org.uk" ��chairman@alexandrapark.org.uk�





� HYPERLINK "mailto:events@alexandrapark.org.uk" ��events@alexandrapark.org.uk�





� HYPERLINK "mailto:secretary@alexandrapark.org.uk" ��secretary@alexandrapark.org.uk�





�HYPERLINK "mailto:treasurer@alexanddrapark.org.uk"��treasurer@alexandrapark.org.uk�











The APRA Committee would like volunteers for the following tasks:





Joining the Committee


Distributing APRA Newsletters and other Communications


Being a contact point


Organising APRA events











Tear-Off Slip


APRA Annual Membership Renewal





Membership of the Alexandra Park Residents Association costs £5 a year running from Sept 2009 – Sept 2010.  





If you wish to renew or join APRA please complete this tear-off slip and post it to: 22 Whittingham Drive with your £5 membership Fee. 





Thank You.





Name: …………………………………………………………………….





Address: ………………………………………………………………….





Email: …………………………………………………………………….





Date:…………………………….. Signature: ……………………………








